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The Colchagua Valley, a day trip from Santiago, produces many of Chile’s world-class wines.

Red Hot Chile

Like the rest of Chile, Santiago—with lots to do in and
around the capital—is sizzling. By Jonathan Franklin

IFTEEN TEARS AGO, CHILE

was synonymous with dicta-

tor Augusto Pinochet and

human rights abuses, Today

Chile more likely evokes

thoughts of award-winning

wines, dramatic Ja.mlscaix‘:s, and a wind-

fall of outdoor activitics. Given the wild

wonders of Chile’s geography, most

travelers arrive in Santiago, spend a

night, then head to any and all points:

north to the Atacama Desert, east to

the Andes, south to the granite spires

of Torres del Paine National Park, or

west to the most remote Chilean terri-
tory, mysterious Easter Island.

But the |:r(mmjng Chilean capital and

Santiago-based JONATHAN FRANKLIN is
i m.rrﬁlrmndcm fhr the Guardian news-

paper, and co-wrote Hrmgh Guide to Chile.

MATIONAL GEQOGRAPHIC TRAVELER

its environs have ph*n'r_:r to offer in their
oW right:

® Gourmet Barrio Tours (nce abandoned
and rundown, the colonial-era barrios
of Brasil and Yungay, west of Santiago’s
t:il:r' center, have started to acquirf.- chic
boutiques and funky restaurants, housed
in renovated, turn-of-the-century build-
ings. For help in digging out the bar-
rios” architectural gems and authentic
tastes, turn to ULS.-born Liz Ea:::kr:}‘. A
Wall Street banker turned Santiago
chef, Caskey leads an entertaining half-
day culinary walking tour of the bar

rios, with stops for historic landmarks
andl .l::amlJ-h:.'s of local treats {'53}‘, home-
made goat cheese piled atop bread
plucked warm from the oven at a mom-
and-pop bakery). A visit to a farmers
market }'tvldﬁ. the ingrf:di{rnl!s for a three-
course gourmet lunch prepared by

Caskey——with help from guests, if they
like-—in her BarrioYungay loft (www. liz
caskey.com),

m At Home with Pablo Neruda Poct Pablo
Neruda set up his Sanliagn love nest,
named La Chascona, in the Bellavista
barrio. A guided tour of the art- and
book-filled abode, one of three Neruda
houses in Chile now open to the public,
provides a glimpse into the Nobel Prize
winner’s life.

W Wine Tasting in the Colchagua Valley Hop
aboard a newly refurbished steam lo-
comotive and feel drawn back in time
as you L:hug two hours south to wine
L'Uuntr:.'_’l'hr once little-known town of
Colchagua is now a center for Chilean
wine tours. Businessman Carlos Car-
doen has developed Chile’s most ex-
tensive wine-tasting cellar inside the
thrﬂ.{*-:-.'rar-u]d Hotel Santa Cruz Plaza
($153/person for wine route package, in-
cluding double room, meals, and vine-
vard visits; www. hotelsantacruzplaza.cl).
After tasting some of Chile’s finest
wines—such as the Montes .-’i]pha ﬂj'rah
2001-—dine at the on-site restaurant
with its seasonally changing menu that
may include rabbit or Easter Island tuna,
W Skiing at Portillo Two hours northwest
of Santiago by car lies the intimate re
sort of Portillo FH'H'H:.ikqmrn'Hcr. com).
Last year Ski Magazine named it one of
the world’s top ten ski resorts, Even it
you don’t ski, the scenery alone makes
a visit memorable. Adjacent peaks rise
to about 19,000 feet, and nearby Mount
Aconcagua soars to 22,830 feet. Guests
stay at the rustic Hotel Portillo, which
sleeps 450 and overlooks the sapphire
Inca Lake. A week-long ski package
(from $650 per person) includes lodg-
ing, meals, lift tickets, and access to the
splendid heated outdoor pool. The so-
cial scene at the lodge gets a boost from
a Iin:]}' discoteca and the occasional
Olympian sighting (Austrian skier Her-
mann Maier, American skier Daron
Rahlves). The 2004 Portillo season runs
from June 12 to October 9, with vari-
ous “theme weeks” dedicated to Chilean
wine, fine dining, and the ever popular
singles weck. m
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